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Steria successfully launches the second generation Schengen 
Information System for the European Commission (SIS II) 
 
In summary 
Today, Steria and the European Commission announce the deployment of the second generation Schengen 
Information System (SIS II). The new system will enable the exchange of information between national border 
control authorities, customs and police authorities on crime, national security and immigration matters. 
Designed to replace an older counterpart, SIS II will streamline border control processes in the region and 
transform the way Schengen States share information.  

 
Paris, France, 8 July 2013 – Steria, a leading provider of IT-enabled business services, and the 

European Commission today announce the ‘go live’ of SIS II, the second generation Schengen Information 

System that was developed by an international consortium Steria-HP, led by Steria and which entered into 

operation on the 9th April. Boasting improved functionality and scalability, the state-of-the-art SIS II system will 

transform how countries in the Schengen Area exchange information on crime, national security, immigration 

matters and keep the external borders safe. 

 

SIS II consists of three shared components – a central system, Schengen Member States national 
systems, and a communication infrastructure between the central and national systems. The central 

system acts as a single point of information entry for the 29 Schengen States, connecting to all national IT 

systems in the region. This will allow member states to share information between national border control 

authorities, customers and police authorities on a variety of homeland security issues, including serious crime, 

theft and missing persons.  

 

SIS II will also enable member states to introduce new types of data, such as biometric data, into the system. 

Member states can set up new alerts on suspected criminal activity and link these with existing alerts on 

individuals or vehicles. In addition, copies of European Arrest Warrants (EAW) can be attached directly to 

alerts for persons wanted for arrest, surrender or extradition, making it quicker and easier for the appropriate 

authorities to follow-up. 

 

Some member states and associated countries (Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Finland, Romania, 

France, Slovenia and the United Kingdom) have selected Steria to provide them with an off-the-shelf solution 

that connects to the central system. New countries, such as Croatia and central institutions like Europol and 



Eurojust can be easily integrated into the system as the Schengen Area expands. Steria also delivered a 

Converter between SIS 1, the legacy system, and its successor. The Converter has enabled a robust data 

migration and facilitated the Entry into Operation by implementing a safety net in case some Member States 

would have encountered problems during the migration.  

 

This project builds on Steria’s extensive experience in homeland security across Europe including providing 

the VISA Information System to the European Commission, implementing the Eurodac biometry system on a 

European scale to process immigration application requests and delivering a case management system for 

Norway’s National Police. 

 

“This project demonstrates the vast experience Steria has to offer with mission-critical homeland security 

projects. Built and managed by Steria from cradle to implementation, SIS II demonstrates a major step 

forward in sharing information and processes within the Schengen region” commented François Enaud, Steria 

Group CEO. “The roll-out of such a large-scale project, implemented across more than 300 IT systems 

simultaneously, proves our ability to successfully integrate multiple IT systems and reinforces our ability to 

help governments work together effectively.” 

 

“Border security and citizen protection is becoming increasingly important,” stated Johan Deschuyffeleer, 

senior vice president, Technology Consulting Services, HP. “For governments that need access to information 

in an instant, HP Converged Infrastructure delivers a mission-critical support experience, ensuring high 

performance, high availability and stability across multiple countries.” 
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About Steria: www.steria.com 
Steria delivers IT enabled business services and is the Trusted Transformation Partner for private and public sector 
organisations across the globe. By combining in depth understanding of our clients' businesses with expertise in IT and 
business process outsourcing, we take on our clients' challenges and develop innovative solutions to address them 
efficiently and profitably. Through our highly collaborative consulting style, we work with our clients to transform their 
business, enabling them to focus on what they do best. Our 20,000 people, working across 16 countries, support the 
systems, services and processes that make today's world turn, touching the lives of millions around the globe each day. 
Founded in 1969, Steria has offices in Europe, India, North Africa and SE Asia and a 2012 revenue of €1.83 billion. Over 
20%(*) of Steria's capital is owned by its employees. Headquartered in Paris, Steria is listed on the Euronext Paris market. 
(*): including “SET Trust” and “XEBT Trust” (4.15% of capital) 
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